
The Philosophy of Social Cognition - work in progress, do not quote - last edition: 26/03/08 

 

© 2008 Benoit Hardy-Vallée    http://www.hardyvallee.net/POSC 1 

The Philosophy of Social 
Cognition 

An Introduction to the Philosophical Approaches of 
Mentality and Sociality 

 
assbach. (2006). Communication: http://flickr.com/photos/assbach/262165233  

Creative Commons License 

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-No Derivative Works 3.0 Unported 
License. 

 
2008 Benoit Hardy-Vallée 

www.hardyvallee.net/POSC 



The Philosophy of Social Cognition - work in progress, do not quote - last edition: 26/03/08 

 

© 2008 Benoit Hardy-Vallée    http://www.hardyvallee.net/POSC 2 

 



The Philosophy of Social Cognition - work in progress, do not quote - last edition: 26/03/08 

 

© 2008 Benoit Hardy-Vallée    http://www.hardyvallee.net/POSC 3 

Table of  Content 

Table of Content .............................................................................................................. 3 

Introduction ..................................................................................................................... 5 
PART ONE: PHILOSOPHY AND THE OTHER MINDS............................................................... 6 

1 The Other Minds........................................................................................................ 7 
1.1 The Problem of Other Minds............................................................................... 8 

1.2 The Egocentric Conception ................................................................................. 9 
1.3 The Detached Conception ................................................................................. 10 

1.4 Comparisons ..................................................................................................... 12 
1.5 References......................................................................................................... 14 

2 Rationality and Interpretation................................................................................... 15 
2.1 The Varieties of Rationality............................................................................... 16 

2.2 The constitutive ideal of rationality ................................................................... 18 
2.3 The intentional stance........................................................................................ 21 

2.4 Ideals and Stances ............................................................................................. 22 
2.5 References......................................................................................................... 24 

PART TWO: OUR EVERYDAY PSYCHOLOGY ..................................................................... 26 
3 Simulation and Theory-Theory................................................................................. 27 

3.1 Some Conceptual Clarifications ........................................................................ 28 
3.2 Theoretical minds.............................................................................................. 30 

3.3 From External to Internal Theory ...................................................................... 30 
3.4 The Theory-Theory: .......................................................................................... 32 

3.5 Simulating minds .............................................................................................. 33 
3.6 A Posteriori Simulation ..................................................................................... 34 

3.7 A Priori Simulation ........................................................................................... 35 
3.8 Comparisons ..................................................................................................... 36 

3.9 References......................................................................................................... 38 
4 Embodied Phenomenology and Narratives ............................................................... 40 



The Philosophy of Social Cognition - work in progress, do not quote - last edition: 26/03/08 

 

© 2008 Benoit Hardy-Vallée    http://www.hardyvallee.net/POSC 4 

4.1 The Critique of Folk-Psychological Reason....................................................... 41 

4.2 Phenomeology and the limits of “theories of mind”........................................... 42 
4.3 Folk-psychological narratives............................................................................ 44 

4.4 References......................................................................................................... 46 
5 Experimental Approaches to Folk-Psychology: Moral Judgments and Pluralistic 

Accounts 47 
5.1 Folk-Psychology, From Intuitions to Experimentation....................................... 48 

5.2 Pluralism in Folk-Psychology............................................................................ 49 
5.3 The Experimental Philosophy of Folk-Psychological Judgment......................... 50 

5.4 Folk-psychological accounts : a synthesis.......................................................... 54 
5.5 References......................................................................................................... 54 

PART THREE: THE CONSTITUTION OF THE SOCIAL MIND ................................................. 56 
6 Neurons that Mirror ................................................................................................. 57 

6.1 Explaining the social mind ................................................................................ 58 
6.2 The brain........................................................................................................... 59 

6.3 The Mirror Neurons System (MNS) .................................................................. 61 
6.4 Mirroring and interpreting................................................................................. 62 

6.5 References......................................................................................................... 63 
7 Social Primates and the Evolution of Social Cognition............................................. 65 

7.1 Evolution and social cognition........................................................................... 66 
7.2 Primate minds ................................................................................................... 67 

8 The Modularity of The Social Mind ......................................................................... 72 
8.1 Modularity and the Mind................................................................................... 73 

8.2 Folk-psychology and modularity ....................................................................... 74 
8.3 Evolutionary psychology and modularity .......................................................... 75 

8.4 The limit of the Modularity Thesis .................................................................... 77 
9 Social Intelligence.................................................................................................... 79 

9.1 Human Intelligence: puzzle, chess or collective hunting? .................................. 80 
9.2 Ecological and Social Intelligence..................................................................... 80 

9.3 Socio-ecological Intelligence............................................................................. 82 
Bibliography on Philosophy and Social Cognition ......................................................... 86 



The Philosophy of Social Cognition - work in progress, do not quote - last edition: 26/03/08 

 

© 2008 Benoit Hardy-Vallée    http://www.hardyvallee.net/POSC 5 

Introduction 


